
The Legend behind burning of Holika and Holi Celebration.

Sri Mad Bhagawad Puran says there was a King named Hiranyakashap, who like most demons and
Asuras had an intense desire to be immortal. To achieve this he performed very serve penance and in so
doing impressed Brahma Jee who gave him a boon. Since Gods do not give the boon of immortality, he
used his guile and cunningness, to get a boon which he thought made him immortal.

1. He could not be killed by either Human beings or by animals

2.  He could not be killed indoor or outdoor

3. He could not be killed at day or at night

4. He could not be killed by Astra, weapons that are launched, or by Shastra, weapons held in the hands

5.  He could not be killed on land or in water or in air

The granting of these wishes made Hiranyakashap think that he was “invincible”. With that came
arrogance and he then ordered that he be worshipped as GOD and anyone who did not accept this
order could be punished  or be killed.

His youngest son Prahalad disagreed with his father and refused to worship his father as GOD  as he was
a great devotee of Vishnu Bhagwan and continued with his devotion and worshipping of Lord Vishnu.

This made Hiranyakashap very angry and he made several attempts to punish young Prahalad including
attempts to kill him.

Hiranyakashap had a sister named Holika, who had a special garment (like a shawl) that prevented her
from being harmed by fire, so He asked his sister, Holika, to sit on a bonfire with Prahalad sitting on her
lap.

Holika was unaware that this only worked when she alone went into the fire alone and so she had to pay
the price for her sinful desire to burn Prahalad, by her death.

Prahalad, who kept chanting the name of Narayana, without stopping, was unaffected and received the
blessings of the Lord for his extreme devotion.

For his attempt to kill his son and all the other wrong things Hiranyakashap did , Lord Vishnu took the
form of Narsimha- Half man Half Lion, satisfying the first condition that he be killed neither by human
beings or by animals,  at dusk, which is neither daytime or at night, at a door, which is neither indoor or
outdoor, placed Hirayakashap, on His lap, which is neither land or in water nor in air, and with the claws
of the Lion used to kill him, satisfying the condition that he was not killed by Astra, weapons that are
launched or by Shastra, weapons held in the hands



The Five Boons of Hiranyakashap were no longer useful as he was killed by Narsimha Bhagwan the
fourth incarnation of Vishnu Bhagwan. Prahalad and the kingdom of human beings were therefore free
from the compulsion and fear of Hiranyakashap. And so Good Prevailed over Evil.

Holika Dahan

Holika celebrates the death of Holika in order to save Prahalad. The celebration of good over evil is
called Holi.

Holika Dahan is the night before where is the tradition of burning Hugh Pyres and it symbolizes the
burning of Holika, which is a common practice in Norther India and wherever the Northern traditions are
observed.

The explanation for the celebration of Holika’s death is varied and includes

1. Lord Vishnu Stepped in and protected Prahalad
2. Holika was given the power By Brahma Jee on the understanding that it should never be used to

bring harm to anyone
3. Holika was a good person and it was the clothes that had the power and she gave those clothes

to Prahalad as she knew what she asked to do was wrong
4. Holika wore a shawl that would protect her from fire. At that time as Prahald  was praying to

Lord Vishnu, He summoned a gust of wind that blew off the shawl from Holika onto Prahalad
saving him from the fire and resulting in the death of Holika.

Morals of the story

1. Like Prahalad we should always have faith in God and be devoted to HIM
2. Evil doers such as Hiranyakashap will have to die

Good will always prevail over Evil

Happy Holi


